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DEKALB COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MEETING

June 18, 2026

Drainage Commissioners Present: Others Present:
Kellen Dooley, Member Glenn Crawford, County Surveyor
William L. Hartman, Member Tyler Lanning, Lead Survey Tech
James A. Miller, Vice-Chairman Troy Bungard, Survey Tech

Katie Rutan, Office Clerk
Appointed Members Serving Rebecca Wright, Drainage Board Secretary
Jan 2025- Dec 2027 Shannon Kruse, Attorney
Steve Kelham, Member
Bruce Bell, II Absent:
Guests:

David Caudillo, DQ Chill & Grill

Wayne Richardson, DQ Chill & Grill

Daryl McConnell, Worman’s Subdivision

Shannon Mark, J] & M VanWye Minor Subdivision
Mike Vodde, Garrett Electric Development Plan

Josh Lash, Dickerhoof Replat and Smoughler Addition

Bruce Bell, II welcomed everyone to the meeting and called it to order at 8:30 AM.

Approval of Meeting Minutes June 4, 2026

The first order of business was the approval of the meeting minutes from the June 4, 2026, Drainage Board
Meeting. Commissioner Kellen Dooley motioned to approve the minutes, and Mr. Steve Kelham seconded
the motion. Chairman Bell asked if there was any discussion, but hearing none, he called for a vote, and the
motion carried without further discussion. Jim Miller abstained from the vote since he could not attend the
June 4, 2026, Drainage Board Meeting.

Minor Subdivision
Chairman Bell introduced the first Minor Subdivision on the agenda for the morning, J&M VanWye
Minor Subdivision located at 0619 CR 35, Parcel #10-02-03-300-018 in Ashley, Indiana.

Shannon Mark approached the podium and stated that the property owners intended to build a single-
family dwelling and barn. DeKalb County Surveyor Glenn Crawford added that the parcel was 17 acres
and sufficient from a drainage standpoint. Ms. Mark commented that the property owners did not intend
to divide the parcel.

Mr. Bell asked for a motion to approve the minor subdivision located at 0619 County Road 35, Parcel
#10-02-03-300-018, as part of the NW % and SW Y of Section 3 in Township 35 at N R13E in Section 3
of Township 35 in Ashley, Indiana. Commissioner Jim Miller motioned to approve the minor subdivision
and Commissioner Bill Hartman seconded the motion. Mr. Bell asked if there was further discussion, but
hearing none, he called for a vote, and the motion was carried. Chairman Bell thanked Ms. Mark for her
time.
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Conservation Ag Subdivision

The next item on the agenda was a Conservation Ag Subdivision called Smoughler Addition located on
County Road 16, in Waterloo, Indiana, and Section 20 of Franklin Township. Josh Lash stated that the
project was a minor subdivision, and Mr. Crawford added that the parcel was 3.45 acres and the
landowners had the necessary permitting. It was sufficient for a single-family residence.

Hearing the minor subdivision had a favorable recommendation, Chairman Bruce Bell asked for a motion
to approve the Smoughler Conservation Ag Subdivision located on County Road 16 in Waterloo, Indiana,
and Section 20 of Franklin Township, which involved the George Matson Drain No. 73-00-0 and the
George Matson Lateral 2 Drain No. 73-02-0 in the Cedar Creek Drain No. 470-00-0 Watershed.

Commissioner Jim Miller motioned to approve the Conservation Ag Subdivision, and Commissioner
Kellen Dooley seconded the motion. Hearing no discussion, Bruce Bell called for a vote and the motion
unanimously carried.

Replat of Replat of Lot 3 Dickerhoof Subd.

Josh Lash also represented the Lot 3 Replat of the Dickerhoof Subdivision. The replat was located at 4075
CR 34 in Section 14 of Grant Township in Waterloo, IN. Glenn Crawford explained that the landowners
intended to add a portion back to their main parcel. Mr. Lash commented that the owners wanted to build
a pole barn for the purpose of breeding golden retrievers. The parcel would be a total of 6.57 acres.

Mr. Bell asked for a motion to approve the Replat of the Lot 3 Dickerhoof Subdivision located at 4075
County Road 34 in Section 14 of Grant Township in Waterloo, Indiana, which involved the Levi
Dennison Drain No. 317-00-0 & Walter Smith Drain No. 20-00-0 in the Cedar Creek Drain No. 470-00-0
Watershed.

Commissioner Jim Miller motioned to approve the replat and Commissioner Bill Hartman seconded the
motion. Since there was no further discussion, Bruce Bell called for a vote and the motion was carried.

Replat of Replat of Lot 1 Worman’s Subdivision

Next Mr. Bell introduced the Replat of the Replat of Lot 1 of Worman’s Subdivision. It was parcel #15-
07-22-400-013 located at 3945 County Road 61 in Butler, IN. Mr. Daryl McConnell stepped to the
podium to represent the Johnsons who owned two parcels. He stated that they wished to combine the two
parcels into one that would be 26.5 acres. They intended to build a pole barn. He added there were no
regulated drains on the property.

Surveyor Glenn Crawford stated that the parcel looked fine from a drainage standpoint, so Mr. Bell asked
for a motion to approve the Worman’s subdivision.

Commissioner Bill Hartman motioned to approve the Replat of the Replat of Lot 1 of Worman’s
Subdivision, parcel #15-07-22-400-013 located at 3945 County Road 61 in Butler, IN, which involved the
CO Metcalf Regulated Drain No. 41-00-0, the Solomon Shank Regulated Ditch No. 28-00-0, the
Solomon Shank Lat 1 Regulated Drain No. 28-01-0, and the Ezra Weicht Regulated Drain No. 304-00-0.
Mr. Steve Kelham seconded the motion. Having a motion and a second, Chairman Bell asked if there was
further discussion, but hearing none, he called for a vote, and the motion unanimously carried.

DQ Chill & Grill

Next on the agenda was the DQ Chill and Grill in Butler, Indiana. Wayne Richardson said that the facility
would be in Westside Commercial Park in Butler. It would drain into a pond and then outlet into the
Almira Teutsch Open Drain No. 177-00-0. He explained that the final project would have less hardscape
than the original conditions and have a run-off coefficient of 59 which was less than 65, which had been
set for the industrial park.



243

Mr. Richardson stated that they were seeking approval of the drainage plan, but a new development had
plans for the parcel west of them. They had asked for an access easement to the south of the DQ Chill &
Grill. Mr. Richardson mentioned it because the Chill & Grill would need to widen its drive from 18 feet
to 24 or 30 feet and rerun the drainage calculations, but he knew the calculations would remain well under
the industrial park’s coefficient of 65. Mr. Bell stated that the Board could approve what was on the
agenda for today.

Ms. Kruse asked if the DeKalb County Drainage Board could approve a development that had water that
would eventually end up in Ohio since the DQ Chill & Grill was in the Big Run Joint Interstate Drain
Watershed. Mr. Lanning answered that it was in the watershed only, not that the water would outlet
directly into the Big Run Open Ditch.

Mr. Crawford stated that the drainage plan for the project looked sufficient. Hearing that, Mr. Bell asked
for a motion to approve the DQ Chill and Grill located in Westside Commercial Park in Butler which
involved the Almira Teutsch Reg. Open Ditch No. 177-00-0, The Almira Teutsch Lat 2 Reg. Dr. No. 177-
02-0, and the Big Run Joint Interstate Ditch and Watershed.

Commissioner Kellen Dooley motioned to approve the project, and Mr. Steve Kelham seconded the
motion. Having a motion and a second, Mr. Bell asked if there was further discussion. Commissioner
Dooley thanked Mr. Richardson for bringing commerce to Butler. Mr. Bell called for a vote and the
motion carried without further discussion.

JV Homestead: Rescheduled

Mr. Bell asked if anyone was present to discuss the JV Homestead Minor Subdivision. When no one
stepped forward, Mr. Bell asked The Board what it would like to do: reschedule the item or approve it.
Mr. Lanning stated that it was a simple minor subdivision, but approval was at the discretion of the
Board. Commissioner Dooley reminded the Board that it had set the precedent of not approving items
when they did not have a representative.

The Board decided to postpone the minor subdivision until a representative could attend.

Development Plan Garrett Electric

The last item on the morning agenda was a Development Plan for Garrett Electric on Taylor Street

in Garrett, IN. Mike Vodde stepped to the podium to explain the drainage plan which was a “fairly simple
operation from a drainage standpoint.” He added that there was an existing open drain on the property,
but because of the size of the development, they had put in two ponds. The drainage plan was rated for a
100-year storm. He stated he could answer questions.

Glenn Crawford explained he had spoken to Mr. Vodde and worked with him on the plan. The drainage
would dump into the George Carper North Open Ditch. He commented that there was no flood plain
associated with the ditch.

Chairman Bruce Bell asked for a motion to approve the Garrett Electric Development Plan on Taylor
Street in Section 34 of Keyser Township in Garrett, IN, which involved the Garrett City Reg. Dr. No. 44-
00-0 and the George Carper North Reg. Dr. No. 167-60-0 in the Cedar Creek Watershed 470-00-0.
Commissioner Jim Miller motioned to approve the development plan, and Commissioner Kellen Dooley
seconded the motion. Chairman Bell asked if there was further discussion, but there was none. He called
for a vote, and the motion unanimously carried.
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Guest Communications
There were no guests, so the Board moved on to the Surveyor’s Report.

Surveyor’s Report

Mr. Tyler Lanning stated that office personnel had been talking to members of the Ora Bohler Watershed
about the reconstruction project and answering their questions. He also said that field inspectors were
finishing up summertime projects.

Mr. Glenn Crawford added that the Office had some smaller reconstruction projects, but if the Ora Bohler
passed, he did not know what kind of funding would be available for projects like the E.P. Griffin.

He addressed Commissioner Hartman about Jim Ely’s pond and the amount of his assessment for the Ora
Bohler Reconstruction. Mr. Crawford understood the Commissioner’s concern as the pond was a structure
under federal control and from which Mr. Ely could not earn income. Mr. Ely claimed that the pond acted
as retention for the watershed and rarely overflowed, but Mr. Lanning commented that without
photographical documentation, it would be difficult to justify a lower assessment on the Ora Bohler
Reconstruction for Mr. Ely. Commissioner Dooley asked how many federal wetlands were in the county
or the state. Surveyor Crawford added that a vacated lateral went through the pond. Ms. Kruse noted that
the Office would need to prove that Mr. Ely’s benefitted acreage was less than what it showed on the
topographical map because landowners were assessed based on their benefitted acres according to the
Indiana Drainage Code. She understood that he could not earn income from the pond, but Indiana
Drainage Law did not care. She added that Acres, Inc paid the same drainage tax as everyone and even
though cemeteries were not subject to property tax, they were subject to drainage tax. Drainage Law was
based on benefitted acres and how the land was benefitted.

County Surveyor Glenn Crawford did not know if the Federal Government would allow Mr. Ely to
change the outlet or overflow, and Commissioner Bill Hartman answered that Mr. Ely could not change
the wetland in any way because it was federal. Bruce Bell asked how Mr. Ely’s wetland differed from any
other wetland in the county. Commissioner Hartman answered that it had to do with the deed. Ms. Kruse
added that if the wetland was a federal wetland, the landowner could not alter or change the wetland. It
had to remain as it was at the time it was included in the Federal Wetland Program. Commissioner Miller
asked if Mr. Ely was being paid since it was “federal.” Mr. Lanning answered no that the original owners
were given a lump sum, but Mr. Ely purchased the land from them and received no financial benefit.
Bruce Bell asked Commissioner Hartman what kind of relief Mr. Ely was seeking. Mr. Hartman
answered, “some kind of relief.” He stated that Mr. Ely only had twenty tillable acres while the other
landowners had more tillable acres and would financially benefit. Ms. Kruse asked if an argument could
be made that Mr. Ely’s wetland benefitted the watershed because it reduced the tile size needed while it
retained water. Mr. Lanning answered that it benefitted Mr. Ely, and Commissioner Hartman added that it
benefited landowners in Mr. Ely’s area. Ms. Kruse stated she could investigate a Supreme Court Case
which discussed benefited acres, but she believed the case gave the power to the local drainage board to
decide, and the decision by the board would be based on what the landowner was asking.

Commissioner Jim Miller made the point that if Mr. Ely received assessment relief, it would mean the rest
of the watershed would have to pick up more cost. Commissioner Bill Hartman acknowledged that was
the situation, but many of the landowners Commissioner Miller was referencing would receive more
benefit through farmland. Mr. Lanning told the Board that he had asked Mr. Ely to gather his points and
submit a formal request for what he would like to receive. Mr. Hartman stated he had echoed Mr.
Lanning’s request to Mr. Ely.
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Discussion
Mr. Steve Kelham asked about CR 56 and 1200 E. Mr. Lanning confirmed that the location was “by

Lincoln’s.” Mr. Kelham asked if there was a regulated drain. Mr. Lanning stated that it was a joint drain.
Mr. Kelham explained that a landowner had asked what kind of funds were available as it was his only
access and it was full of muck. Mr. Lanning answered that the Hatton Joint Drain was under the control of

Noble County.

Bruce Bell adjourned the meeting at 9:04 AM.

Pornucdvsppiiz=—

Chairman Bruce Bell, 11

Rebecca L. Wright,
Drainage Board Secretary
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