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DEKALB COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MEETING

June 4, 2026
Drainage Commissioners Present: Others Present:
Kellen Dooley, Member Glenn Crawford, County Surveyor
William L. Hartman, Member Tyler Lanning, Lead Survey Tech

Troy Bungard, Survey Tech
Katie Rutan, Office Clerk

Appointed Members Serving Rebecca Wright, Drainage Board Secretary
Jan 2025- Dec 2027 Shannon Kruse, Attorney
Steve Kelham, Member
Bruce Bell, II Absent:
James A. Miller, Vice-Chairman
Guests:
Todd Land, VanCuren Minor Subdivision
John Hunt, AES

Randy Griffin, AES

Bruce Bell, II welcomed everyone to the meeting and called it to order at 8:30 AM.

The first order of business was the approval of the Meeting Minutes from the May 7, 2026, Drainage Board
Meeting. Bill Hartman motioned to approve the minutes, and Mr. Steve Kelham seconded the motion. The
motion carried without further discussion, and Commissioner Kellen Dooley abstained from the vote
because he did not attend the meeting.

Then Chairman Bell moved the meeting to the approval of the June Attorney Fee in the amount of $1295.00
for Shannon Kruse. Commissioner Dooley motioned to approve the Attorney Fee, and Mr. Steve Kelham
seconded the motion. The motion carried without further discussion, and Bruce Bell thanked Ms. Kruse for
her service to the Board.

Minor Subdivision

VanCuren Estates

Mr. Bell then asked if there was a representative for VanCuren Estates located on County Road 40A in
Auburn, IN. Mr. Todd Land stepped forward to represent the project. He said that Mr. Greg VanCuren
was building a barn and a 4-acre pond.

Mr. Glenn Crawford stated the parcel was 20-acres. Mr. Lanning reminded the room that the item was a
minor subdivision, and Mr. Crawford noted that the Surveyor’s Office approved of the project.

Mr. Bell asked for a motion to approve the minor subdivision, for Parcel #14-06-27-200-021 on County
Road 40A in Union Township, Section 27 and Auburn, IN, involving the Cliff Metcalf Regulated Drain
No. 83-00-0, the William Carmer Regulated Drain No. 85-00-0, the Walter Smith Regulated Drain No.
20-00-0 & the Cedar Creek Regulated Drain No. 470-00-0 Watersheds.

Commissioner Kellen Dooley motioned to approve the VanCuren Estates Minor Subdivision, and
Commissioner Bill Hartman seconded the motion. Chairman Bruce Bell asked if there was any
discussion, but hearing none, he called for a vote and the motion carried. Mr. Bell thanked Mr. Land for
his time.
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Vacation

George Matson Miser Lateral Drain No. 73-43-0

Since the Board was waiting for a representative for the next item on the agenda, they moved to a drain
vacation. Lead Survey Tech Tyler Lanning stated there was a petition to vacate the George Matson Miser
Lateral Drain No. 73-43-0. Mr. Troy Bungard projected the map for members of the Drainage Board. Mr.
Lanning noted that all members of the watershed signed the vacation paperwork, and the Board could
motion to accept the vacation. All the landowners in the watershed had decided to vacate the drain rather
than ask for a maintenance hearing.

Chairman Bell asked where the drain ran. Surveyor Glenn Crawford stated that the drain had no account,
and the landowners wanted to privately tile their parcels. He continued that thirteen landowners plus
spouses approved. Mr. Bell confirmed that all watershed members approved of the vacation. Mr. Steve
Kelham asked if the landowners would be able to gain depth needed to effectively pattern tile their
parcels, and Mr. Crawford stated they would, and they preferred this method to having a maintenance
hearing, paying for a reconstruction since the drain was in poor repair, and then paying maintenance rates.

Mr. Crawford stated that the drain was on the list to either vacate or put on maintenance. Ms. Kruse
instructed that the Board could accept the Consent and Waiver to Vacate the drain which waived the
hearing. Mr. Bell asked for a motion to approve the Consent and Waiver to vacate the George Matson
Miser Lateral. Mr. Steve Kelham made the motion to accept the Consent and Waiver to vacate the George
Matson Miser Lateral Drain No. 73-40-0, and Commissioner Bill Hartman seconded the motion.
Commissioner Kellen Dooley noted that the landowners would need to construct their private tiles to the
standards of the Surveyor’s Office if they wished to have the private tile regulated again. Chairman Bell
asked if there was further discussion. Hearing none, he called for a vote, and the motion was unanimously
carried with instructions to the Drainage Board Secretary to publish the drain vacation.

Utility Permit

AES Garrett UPA

Chairman Bell introduced a Utility Permit Agreement on the morning agenda, a permit for AES Services
in Garrett. Randy Griffin introduced himself and stated that AES would be direct boring under three
drains at County Road 56 and County Road 11. He also asked if AES could schedule with Office field
personnel to locate and pothole the drain to avoid possible damage.

Chairman Bell asked if the Surveyor had a recommendation. Mr. Glenn Crawford answered that AES was
good about coordinating with the Office ahead of time, so Mr. Bell asked for a motion to approve the
utility permit agreement for AES Services in Garrett, IN, on County Road 11 in Keyser Township,
Section 11 involving the John Wilderson Regulated Tile No. 204-20-0, the John Wilderson Lateral 1
Regulated Drain No. 204-01-0, the John Wilderson Lateral 3 Regulated Drain No. 204-03-0, the Elias
Schopf Regulated Drain No. 242-00-0, the Elias Schopf Lateral 1 Regulated Drain No. 242-01-0, and the
Don Van Fleit Regulated Drain No. 234-00-0.

Commissioner Kellen Dooley, motioned to accept the utility permit agreement, and Mr. Steve Kelham
seconded the motion. Since there was no further discussion, Chairman Bell called for a vote and the
motion was carried.

Surveyor’s Report

Tyler Lanning began the report by bringing back the discussion about the James B Ridge drain which was
not on maintenance. He said that he was revisiting the discussion to gain the advice of Attorney Kruse
who did not attend the May Meeting. The Office planned to combine the Jame B Ridge Drain with its
parent drain, the Reuben Sawvel Ridge Drain and rename the James B Ridge Drain the Reuben Sawvel
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Lateral 2. In addition, The Office proposed renaming the Reuben Sawvel Ridge Lateral, The Reuben
Sawvel Lateral 1. The maintenance rate would increase from $4.00/acre to $10.00/acre. Mr. Lanning
asked Ms. Kruse for her input and for the Board to set a date to combine the laterals and rename them.

Mr. Lanning asked Mr. Bungard to project the drain, located in Franklin Township, Section 5, which
crossed County Road 22 at CR 53. Ms. Kruse advised Mr. Lanning that the watershed members of the
main drain would need to be notified of the combination. He agreed and explained the information was
already in the Surveyor’s Report and the renaming and combination would also serve to reduce confusion
surrounding the drains. Mr. Lanning asked the Board to set a hearing date. The Board and members of the
Surveyor’s Office discussed availability for a hearing.

Mr. Bell asked for a motion to schedule a hearing for a rate increase and combination of the James B
Ridge drain and the Reuben Sawvel Ridge Lateral with the Reuben Sawvel Ridge drain on August 20 at
9:15 AM. Mr. Steve Kelham motioned to set the hearing date, and Commissioner Kellen Dooley
seconded the motion. Since there was no further discussion, Chairman Bell called for a vote, and the
motion was carried.

Mr. Lanning also brought back the RH Seward Drain which was not on maintenance. As discussed on
May 7, 2026, homes and General Motors sat on top of it making it impossible to maintain. The
Surveyor’s Office recommended vacating it, but a farmer hoped the Office would keep Lateral 3 and
combine it with the Garrett City Tile. Mr. Lanning asked for advice from Ms. Kruse. She asked Mr.
Lanning if he had spoken to the landowner, and he replied that he had spoken to the farmer. Mr. Lanning
told Attorney Kruse that Lateral 3 ran through an agricultural field and could, in theory, be maintained.
Ms. Kruse answered The Board would have to schedule a hearing if they wished to combine Lateral 3.
She recommended sending a landowner notice to the City of Garrett if that was the decision of the Board.

There was a lengthy discussion about the condition of the Garrett City Tile. Mr. Lanning, Attorney Kruse,
Surveyor Glenn Crawford, and the Board were all aware that many homes and roads had been built on top
of the Garrett-City Tile which made assessing its condition and maintaining it almost impossible.
However, the City of Garrett did not want to take responsibility for the tile and reconstructing it would be
too costly. Ms. Kruse read the criteria for vacation to inform the discussion. They were as follows:

The drain does not

1. Perform the function for which it was designed and constructed gr has become inadequate to
properly drain all affected land under current conditions.

2. The expense of reconstruction outweighs the benefits of reconstruction

3. The vacation will not be detrimental to the public welfare.

Ms. Kruse stated that all 3 criteria had to be true for a vacation to be considered. She added that the City
of Garrett did not have to agree to take responsibility for a vacated drain, but it would be wise to inform
them. Mr. Lanning agreed and said he intended to inform them and thought they were landowners and
part of the assessment scroll.

Mr. Lanning reminded the Board that he brought up the RH Seward Drain which was not on maintenance.
The Garrett City Tile was on maintenance and had only been brought up as a possibility to combine the
RH Seward Lateral 3. He asked for a hearing date for the RH Seward and suggested the Board schedule
it to follow the Reuben Sawvel Ridge on August 20.

Chairman Bell asked for a motion to vacate the RH Seward Drain and its 3 laterals on August 20 after the
conclusion of the Reuben Sawvel Ridge Hearing. Mr. Steve Kelham motioned to set the RH Seward
Vacation Hearing on August 20,2026, at 9:45 AM, and Commissioner Kellen Dooley seconded the
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motion. Chairman Bruce Bell asked if there was further discussion, but hearing none, he called for a vote
and the motion was carried.

Mr. Bell asked if there was more to the Surveyor’s Report, and Mr. Lanning responded there was. He
brought back a request from a farmer in Newville who wanted to pattern tile his field but it would reshape
the watershed. Mr. Lanning noted that reconstructions reshaped watersheds and the farmer wanted to take
his water to the open ditch to the west, so he did not overload the tile to the east. The farmer had spoken
to his neighbor who wanted approval from the Drainage Board about outletting to the open ditch. Mr.
Lanning thought the plan made sense. Commissioner Kellen Dooley confirmed that the farmer would
incur the expense and not The Office.

Ms. Kruse asked what the farmer wanted to do about his drain assessment. Surveyor Glenn Crawford
answered that the farmer wanted to keep it the way it was. She noted that the pattern tiling was supported
under Section 72 of the Drainage Code if the specs met the County Surveyor’s approval. Chairman Bell
was concerned about setting a precedent for the future, but Commissioner Dooley suggested the Board
take situations on a case-by-case basis. Attorney Kruse pointed out that the meeting minutes reflected the
Board’s discussion: The John Gillingham Regulated Drain No. 367-00-0 was in poor condition and
connecting a patterned tile to it was ill-advised by the Surveyor’s Office; Pattern tiling into the Solomon
Shenk open ditch was more advisable, as it could support extra drainage; and the neighboring landowner
had given verbal approval if the Drainage Board approved the request. In addition, the requesting
landowner did not wish to alter his drainage assessment: he had been paying into the watershed and
intended to continue paying into it. Approving the request could alleviate some pressure on the John
Gillingham Regulated Drain No. 367-00-0.

Chairman Bell asked for a motion to approve the request to pattern tile Parcels #02-11-01-200-001 and
#02-11-01-200-004 to the Solomon Shenk Regulated Ditch 28-00-0 on State Road 8 in Concord
Township, Section 1, due to the accompanying circumstances. Commissioner Bill Hartman motioned to
accept the patterned tiling and Mr. Steve Kelham seconded the motion. Bruce Bell asked if there was
further discussion, but hearing none, he called for a vote, and the motion was carried. Commissioner
Kellen Dooley asked that the reasons for the Board’s decision be clearly stated in the minutes.

Discussion

Commissioner Hartman asked about James Ely’s assessment on the Ora Bohler Watershed and why it
increased. Tyler Lanning answered that the reconstruction was moving forward, but there would be a time
during the hearing when the Board could adjust individual assessments. Ms. Kruse suggested that Mr. Ely
make an appointment with the Office and bring his documents to discuss his situation.

Bruce Bell adjourned the meeting at 9:20AM.
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